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Forum

In-Service Training in the European School

Ray Allardyce has every right to make constructive criticisms about. the
(presumably) one European School in-service course he has attended. However,
I do not think he is right to generalise to the extent of declaring that the Conseil
Supérieur needs a radical re-think of its organisation of in-service training courses
or in suggesting that these are attended by frustrated, bored and hostile teachers.

He may well have been unlucky in his ethics course, but if he were to talk to
colleagues who have been longer in the European School he will, 1 believe, find
quite a few who would say that his censure is too general and too precipitate.

I joined the European School on the same day that Britain joined the Common
Market. Since then, I have attended two week-long courses in English (second
language) and maths, both of which were well-organised and rewarding. Other
colleagues have attended courses concerned with, inter alia, English (mother tongue)
and music. They seemed to have found their time well enough spent.

Furthermore, the days each year given over to in-service training have been
usefully and honestly occupied. In my experience in the two Brussels schools,
teachers have been given every encouragement to plan their own « journées
pédagogiques », and their wishes have been respected, both by the Headmaster
and the Teaching Committee.

Back in the UK. I don’t think I ever found a ‘more positive attitude on the
part of school governing bodies or a better degree of teacher participation than
I have enjoyed here, and my last job at home (Warden, West Kent Teacheérs’
Centre) was largely about curriculum development and in-service training.

Donald BROWN

(Brussels II)




