.

.
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") the social bsckground of the child is not always in keeving with the
stages of his psychological deveclopment,

Ia practice we can say thet in the develcopment of morsl and social behaviour

the following stages must be pessed through for evaery concept and every norm,

(a) in particular situations the individual becomes aware of concepts of
rieht and wrong and behaviour norms, which are not at all evident o the
child, Approvel or disapproval by those around him zre the points of -
refercnce here;

(b) with »erscnal experience and the acquisition of new informe=tion, insight

Y

is gained vhich allows the individual to reform concepts for himself;

_L"

(¢) in the final stage, behaviocur based on thess concepts is wcrked out in
practice, arnd situaticns assssscd from the irdividual's owvn standpoint.
This means that some of the child's reactions will still be spontaneaus!
ever whzn he is eble to express an opinion as to what the proper reaction
to some other problem shculd be. Tre taacher must never overlook the fzct
that sven at the second and third stages attention must still befpaid to

~

the first aspect. 7
As regards psychological development, we know that until 7 or 8 &ears of age
the child is furdamantselly egocentric; alter that ne begins to be interested
in other people's views and in cocpesration with theom, but he is not able to
reason in a more abstract way until the age of 11 or 12 onwards, This
knowledge must determine the choice of material to be covered.

It is fcr the scheol in gencral and the cthics teacher in particular to act

in accordance with these fundamental principles.,

GENERAL REMARYS ON METTOD

With recard to this subject school activities cannot be considered in
isolotion from daily life. An ethic consisting of a few theoretical precepts,
,,,,, jich hes not grown oat of critical investigation, and where conduct has not
beon tosted ogainet real possibilities, will bear little friit. What must be
SOUﬂht thurﬁfore is an ethic for living, an ethic dsvised frow everydey life.

A prqg;er can only qummarlae the ﬁo&a$‘:11t193g It-can be n@lther g

maxzﬁud nor a minimum, It is therefore of essential 1mportb“ce that the

teacher pay attention to every aspect of the child's environment. Three

main aspects should be distinguished :



-3- EE/185/76-FN

- the child's own world :
how is the child to sort out his own problems and desires ?
- relationships with others : | V '
how does the chiid'ébmmuhicate with others, asserting his own personality
whilst respecting theirs ? |
- the child in the community :
what contribution must the child make to organized society so that soéiety
can provide a decent standard of living for everyone ?
Although these areas would seem to run parallel with the psychological
development mentioned sbove, the reslity of daily life means that we must
vay attention to them at all times., For exanple, one theme‘ﬁresented in the
first years of school is "I am careful“, but in the fifth year the queétion
Ywhat can I become 7" is also(covered. In the fifth year we can speak of
"how we are protected", but in the second the subject might be "doing

something with friends from my class",

THE TEACHER'S APPROACH :

The point of departure is always & situation in which the child can recognize
itself or in which it feels involved.

Analysis of the situation gives an insight into the difficulties which a =

humen being - the child - must solve, 4 direct answer to the quesfions raised
can help to give an approximate solution. By comparing similar situations,

and by proceeding then towards more general aspscts, a view-point is established
which can act as a guide for subsequent actions. It is important here that the
child acquire confidence in his own abilities; the whole apprdach followed in

teaching should be directed towards this end,

In treating these themes use has to be made of such teaching practices as
dramatizétion, creative expression, play, audio-visual aids, reading, efc ,;., 
which assist integration. The teacher leads the activities and acts as a catalyst,
rather then simply laying down rules of ethics, Raising fresh problems, asking
gquestions about motivation and judgment, the teacher stimulates aétive'thought

on theﬁpart of his pupils. This is"not confined to the intelléctual planc : |

a great deal of éiténtioﬁfis_also paid to the emotional aspect, both positive

and negative aspgc@svbeing-printed‘out.
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The outcome of the discussion is a stetement of how the solution was arrived
at rather than a list of prescribed rules. The pupils work should show wiich
facets of the problem have arisen, what information has been acquired, what
irdividusl opinions were expressed in class, Drawings and illustraZtions are
first and foremost a record of the individual contribution; the individusl
vision and the individual emotional attitude.

PLAN OF WORK

FIRST YEAR

e e . 57 e

I. The child's own world

Ve develop a sense of gelf-respect

Cleanliness : personal, clothes, possessions,
We are not touchy.

Ve are careful,

Ve are good-tempered.

Ve pay attention.

WYe learn to control ourselves.

We are not indiscreet.

We gre fair-minded

Ve do not flstter people.

We do not tell tales.

We know when we have done wrong.

Ve keep our promises.

We do not copy other people's work,

We do not meke fun of other people.

Ye try herxd

We work csrefully and tidily.

Ve try hard : play - good deeds - work. -

Ve sre czreful

L%t home, playing, at school, on the street.

We look shead: we are thrifty

We know the consequences of what ve do,
Look efter the pennies and. the pounds will loock after themselves,
Weste not, want not.

Ve are thrifty, not mean.
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We respect truth

————

We admit the truth,

We are not afreid to spesk the truth.

We respect other people’s possessions
When we find things we try to return them to their owners.

We do not take what is not ours,
If somecne lends us something, we give it back in good conditions.

We are careful of everyting around us,

Belationships with others

We show respect for others

We do not tease.
We are tolerant.
We do not hurt people,

We are good-mannered and straignhtforward,

We do not waste time.

Ainimals are our friends; we do not annoy them, we protect them,

We do not damage plants; we lcok after them.

We follow the rules of the road

What is involved here is not so much knowing the traffic signs and rules

of the road themselves as obeying them without havihg'tc be told,

We behave proverly in company

By setting up situations in the form of plaﬁ and dramatics’of‘one sort

or another, and alsoc from actual experience (school parties, going in and
out of the classrooms, seeing their friends ih the playgrbund‘and so on),
the children learn to behave properly and treat each othér with courtesy.
The main thing here is to allow the children to act freely and to acquire

a cooperative attitude.

The child in the community

We love our parents and our family

We are friendly and good-mannered.
We obey when we have to, but not blindly.
We offer help where we can.

We look after things entrusted to us..

we are courteous, friendly and cooperative

We are able to carry out a given task,

We are tolerant.



We

-6 - EE/185/78~EN

trv to do gcod

We

We

are charitable,
share with our frisads.

confort people where necessary.

SECCND YEAR

o s it B St

I.

II.

The cniid's oym world

We develop & sense of self-respect

Further development of the first year's work.
Cleanliness on the street, in the classroom, in school and elsewhere.
We are patient,

We are not mcody.
Ve are not jealous.

We do not tell lies,

We try hard
Further development of the first year's work.

Ye zre careful

Development of the first year's work.
Practical jokes can ve dangerous.
We are careful in the playground, by the water, when swimming, in the

1ift, with electrical machines, on the road.

We look ahead: we are thrifty

Development of the first year's work.
P

Ve respect tru‘h

Development of the first year's work.
Ve respect the roles of games,

We accept decisions taken by the majority.

e respect olher pecple's poscessions

s s e

Development of the first year's work,

Relationshins with others

We resvect others

Development of the first year's work,
Ve accept responsibility : practical examples.

We follow the rules of the road

See remarks under first year.
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We behave properly

Development of the first year's work.
Situations from the child's day~to-day life; in the company of older

people and people of the same age; at private or public gatherings,

ITI. The child in the community

We love our parents and our femily

Development of the first year's work.

Ye helyp one another

Development of the first'year‘s work.
Visiting sick people; relatives, friends ...
We are on holiday and write to «..

A1l children are our friends; the life of chiidren in fareway countriess

We try to do good

Development of the first year's work.

Good' deeds,

THIRD AND FOURTH YEARS

.I. The child's own world

Ve develop a sense of sclf-respect

We respect and look after our body;

~ We take pert in healthy rscreation, games and sports,

- We pay attention to personal hygiene.

- We follow the instructions of doctors and nufses;

~ Ve are careful of our posture.

~ ¥e eat healthy food.

We learn to control ourselves and not tobgive Way to small discomforts,
thirst and sc on. ‘

We accept the consequences of‘our own words and actions.

We try to recognize our own faults and to fight against them.

We are generous.

We look for beauty.

We look after our clothes and work carefully.

We do our best to learn new skills and to increase out‘knoWIédge.A

We have confidence in our own abilities.



II.
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Ve try hard
Once we have taken a responsible decision we shall not easily be dissuaded

from it.

We are careful

- with unknown objects we find somewhere,
- with unknown animals, plants, fruits,
- in unknovn water, on building sites, near machines, etc ...

- in sports and games,

with machines, electricity, medecines,

We see observe warning rotices and denger signs,

Ve are thrifty

Continuation of the first and second years' work.
y

Waste not, want not,

We rasvnect truth

We have the courage to tell the truth even if a good friend or ourself
suffers by it.
Ye have the courage to speak un for ocur own opinions; but not so as to

hurt anyone or belittle them,

We r=spoct other veonla's possessiong

ntinuati 0 he firs nd second years' w .
Continuation of the first and second years' work

Problems in connection with : - returning things we find,

i

dirtying things,

damaging things,

i

making good damage we do,

keeping things that do not belong to us.

1

The I-you relationship (others and myself)

We respect others, we respect life

Problems in connection with suspicion or causing it, thoughtless judgments,
slander, lies, bullying, false witness, revenge, accusations, punishments, ete ...

Trust and promises, verbal or written; rules that we have freely accepted,



III.
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Keeping secrets, confidential information; gossip.

‘Animal protection; bird protection day.

First insights into the mutual dependence of living things; the

usefulness of seemingly dangerous or nasty animals,

We know the rules of the road and follow them -

Development of the first and seoond'years' work.

Problems showing that treffic signs are necessary to protect us and others.
Bxamination of dangerous behaviour on the road : nervousness, the wish to
be in time, not to be overtaken, recklessness; etc ... = remedies.

We help others who have difficulty in traffic (old people, handicapped

people, young children),

We behave properly

Problems frow which it will become clear that we have. to behave according‘

to & pettern which spplies to everybody, out of respect for others and

for the sake of our ordered community life :

-~ Conduct in different situations the child knows; on the street, in the‘
park, in the playground, in the swimming-pool; on public transport} in &
hospital, in a museﬁm, at an exhibition; in = theatre; at a2 sports event,
at tram or bus stops; in gqueues.

-~ Conduct of girls and boys towards one ancther.

~ Congratulgtions, invitations or thanks,

- Conduct at table,bat home and elsewhere.

- How to run errands on our own,

How children end adults live in other countries
- Comparisons : what they eat, how they live, what clothes they wear,
their customs,

Appreciation of other people's custonms,

The child in the community

Love, friendship, mutual cooveration, devotion and tolerance in organized.

Society
~ Towards the family, the school, members of a club we belong to, eftc ... :

see first and second years.
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- How we can best discharge our obligations, carrying out our tasks in
schoocl, at home, in a cluk, ...

~ Wnet we can do to make other people’s work easier. How we can save
themn trouble.

-~ Qur contacts with people at work. Knowledge of and respect for their
czceupations,

- The necessity of work,

~ Cooperation and mutusl dependence,
- Pair-pley. )
- Our own area; local service; local organization and informztion offices,

The Road Croses and its vouth branch

- Origin, work, growth, organization.

The example of great people

Using currant events azs material.

FIFTH YEAR

T W Y B 5 bt

I, The child's own world

Dovelopment of a sense of self-respect

We do good for its own sake,
We obev the voice of conscience and avoid (cavesdropping, boasting, slander,
gogssip; excessive nodesty, flattery, revenge‘.un)

We know our own talents and make full use of them,

Development of self-control

L3

We are careful : - the medicine cupboard

- cleaning products

- smoking

- aleohol, ...
We are cautiocus in our judgments : - appearance and reality,

-~ impartiality, tolerance,

We look ahead : -~ thrift

- avarice

+

- waste . oA
~ instinctive thrift among enimals, ...
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We have courage : - bravery and bravado
~ conceit
‘ ~.real and Talse heroes
¥We are honest : - property,
-~ theft,
- sinceréty,

- straightforwardness, ...

- fairness,
Love of beauty

We love nature,

We look for beauty.

Secarch for knowledge

Ve seek more knowledge,
We read books.

Pioneers of science.

The I-you relationship (others and myself)

Respeet for our fellow-men

Equality between hoys and girls,

I

Respect for foreigners; racism,

Tolerance towards philosophiecal, religicus and political opinions

Respect for work.

[

Respect for the achievements and attitude of our fellow-man.

Respect for life

- Animels and plants (nature reserves, zoos, botanical *ardens)
¥ H

- Balance in nature (ecology)

The rules of the road

Development of the work of previous years.
-~ The main rules of the road
-~ Courtesy on the road

- Children and the elderly in heavy traffic,

Politeness
- Foruns of politeness (local conventions)

~ Greeting (here and elsewhere)

Friendship
- Rights and duties of friends towards one another.

-~ Partnership and team spirit,
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IIT. Phe child in the community

Gocdness
- Love of our fellow-man, as opposed to selfishness.

- Helpfulness and patience towards the handicapped, the sick, the elderly.

Poartnership on a national end intervational level

- Our own district, cur country/province, our state; the Buropean

community, the world.

Qur own country.

Chauvinienm. -
The Red Cross.
-~ UNESCO, UNICEF, UNW,

@

The influence and example of national and intecrnationsl figures

- Helpers of suffering mankind,
- Fighters for pesce.
- Scientifie investigators, inventors, explorers,

- Idealists,

Work and use of leisure time

g

- The joy of work, creativity.

-~ Labour Day.

~ Free choice of employment.

-~ Pay, tazes, insurance contributions,

- Children and womeﬁ at work : a lock into the past.

- Hdlidays.

~ Gemes, hobbies.

In order to sum up the program, we will highlight the following points :

1. As far as the choice of topic is concerned the teache% shall be guided
by the direct situation with which his pupils are confronted.

2. It follows that he may mention or discuss some probleﬁs with a different
year group than the one specified in the program, He may also discuss

other questions, which may not even be mentioned in the program.
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3. The list of itcms does not give any hint as to the order in which they
are to be dealt withlor as to the limitations to be set for them..

4. The aim of these lessons is not only to give pupils facts and rules of
conduct. What is important is that the child should learn to take up a
standpoint without referr;ng,ﬁo‘anyudgnomination vhatsoever.

5. The child lives in a pluralistic society. It would be wrong to leave
him in ignorance of the impact of other philosophical conceptions.
Baster, New Year, Christmas may be a good opportunity for explaining
that these festivities have a specific meaning in the various religions,
This helps the child slowly %o realise that different cultural
backgrounds and historical facts help to bulld an image of society.
However, one must be careful not to impart this information as some
kind of concealed religious instruction. Consed@gntly;,examples»shbuld
be taken from different epochs and different couhtries.

6.. Birth, death, sexuality should be tackled too. The opportunity may‘be
provided by the birth of a little sister, the death of a fafher, a
medical examination ... Children must realise that they cénnot escape
such realities and that they can be explained without reference to
transcendency, that they bring people closer together.

7. The teacher will have to acquire the knack of integrating these
problems into the program and of inventing situations, in which the
child is confronted with them; in such a way as to stimulate him into
recognising the moral aspects and finnally into searching for his owm

solutions.





