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Svlicbus for non-religious ethics, primary section

"I do not share your opinion, but
I would give my life to defend

your right to express it®

GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The course in ethics is demigned in acccordance with parcnts!

wishics. It is based on an ethical view of man free frow any religious or any
doctrine which might inhibit the development of the personzlity. Ths training
given in the course must energe in the individual's own thought, judgnent
and behaviour and must rest on universal values of right and wrong, It is
important here thet the individual finds a balance between on the one hand
his own needs on his own search for self fulfilument, and on the other the

realization that every one of us is an active menber of the community,

These considerations lead us to two important conclusions :
( ) It is the parents, or the legal guardian of the child - thet 1s to say
third party -- who decides to enrcl the pupil on a courss of non-
religious ethics, This implies that anything which could constitute a
gsource of indoctrination or of dogra must be avoided,
(b) The course of non-religious ethics can be given with all
deeired by thco par@ﬁts, only br & teacher, vho, fron the
of his philosophicel convictions, is pledged to the spirit and the
content defined in the progrem, It is the tusk of the teacher nimself
to decide in =2ll freedon and honesty whether his philosophicel concepts
correspond to this basic principle.

the safsguards

In investigating morzsl conduct two important psychological
aopects cnerge at once, which will affect the teacher's epproach to the

lessons ¢
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(a) The child does not and cannot wait for the development of morsl insightis
and patterns of behaviour beforb reacting to the concrete situctions in
which it firds itself,

The child acts spontaneously.

(b) The social background of the child is not elways in keeping with the
stages of his paychologlcal development.

In practice we can say thet in the development of noral and
social behaviour the following stages must be passed through for every

concept and e¢very norm 3

(a)’In particular situations the individual vecomes aware of concepts of
right and wrong and behaviour norms, which are not at all evident to the
£

child. Approval or dloﬁp?TOVul by those around him are the points of

referonce here;

(b) with personel experience and the acquisition of new information, insight

is gained which zllows the individual to reforn concepbs for himselfl;

(c) In the final stage, bchaviour based on these concepts is worked out in
practice, and situctions acsessed from the individual's own standpoint,
This neans thet sone of the child's reactions will still be epontaneous
even vhen he is able to express an opinion as to w ot the praper

reaction to some other problem should be,

The teacher must never overlcok the fact that sven at the

second end third stoges attention m&st 5$411 be paid to the first aspect,

As reg@rds psychological devslopnent, we kunow that until

T.or B years of age the child is fundamenially egocentricy after that he

beging to be intercsted in other pecplc's viows ond in cooperation with

them, but he is not able to rzasom in e nore ahstract way until the age
of 11 or 12 onwards, This knowledgs must determine the choice of materic
f

to be covered,
¢

It is for the cchool in general end the ethics teacher in

particular to act in accordance with these fundementel principles.
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GENZRAL REMARKS OW ME1HOD

With regard to this subject school activities cannot bve
considerad in isclation from daily life., 4n ethic consisting of a few
theoretical precepts, which has not grown out of ecritical investigation,
and where conduct has not been tested against real possibilities, will bear
little fruit, What must be sought therefore is an ethic for livirg, an

ethic devised from everyday life.

A program can only summerize the possibilities, It can be

neither a meximum nor a minimum ¢ reality governs.

It is therefore of essential importance that the teacher psy attention to

every &aspect of the child's environment.

Three main aspects should be distinguished :
= the child's own worid :
how is the child to sort cut his own problems and desires 7
- relationshipe with others :

how does the child communicate with others, asserting his own personality

whilst respecting theirs ?

~ the child in the community :
what contribution must the child make to organized society so taat

society can provide a decent standard of living for everyone ?

Although these areas would seem to run perallel with the
paychological development mentioned aunve, the reality of daily life mesans
that we must pay attention fto them at all times. For example, one taeme
presented in the first years of school is "I am careful", but in the fifth
year the question "what can I become %% is also covered, In the {ifth year
we can speak of "how we are prctected®, but in the second the subject misht

be ¥ doing something with friends from my class",
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THE TEACHER'S APPROACH

The point of departure is slways a situation in which the

child can recognize itself or in which it feels involved.

- Anglysis of the situvation gives an insight into the

i¥licu!ties which & buman being -« the child - must solve, A direct enswer

ot Cu
C
-+

guentions raised can halp Yo give sn approximate soclution. By
compering similar situations, and by proceeding then towards more general
aspects, a vieww-point ig estab.izhed which can ast =5 a guide for subseauent
actions. It is important here that the child acguirs confidence in his own
abilities; the whole approach followed in téaching should be direcisd E?Wérds

this el’ld .

.

In treating these themes use has to be made of such teaching
practices as dramatization, ereative expression, play, audio-visual aids,'
reading, etc ..., which assist irntegration, The teachier leads the activities
and actes 23 a catalyst, rather than simply laying down rules of ethics,
Raising fresh problems, asking questions about motivation and judgment, the
teacher stimulstes active thought on the part of Lis pupils, This is not
coniined to the intellectuszl planz : & greet deal of attention is also paild
to the emotionsl aspect, both positive and negative aspects being printed

out.,

The outeome of the diccussion is a statensznt of how the

golution was arrived abt vather than a list of prescribed rules. The pupils

b

work should show which fecets of the provlen have arisen, what information

'3

has been acquired, whal individual opinions were ezpressed in class,

.
Drawingg and illvetrations are first srd foremost & record of the

idual

individual contribution, ths individual vision and the inc

- & - A 0 i P
ensticnal ebiitude.
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FLAN OF WORK
FIRST YEAR
I, THE CHILD'S OWN WORLD
e develop a sence of self=respect

Cleanliness 3 personal, clothes, possessions,

We

are

le pay

not touchy.
careful,
good~tempered,

attention.

We learn to control ouxr
We are not indiscreet,
We are fair-minded,

We do not flatter peopl
We do not tell tales.
We know when we have do
Wz keep our promises,
We do not copy cther pe

We do nedt make fun of o

N
[

e try hazd
We work carefully and &

We try hard ¢ play = go

de are careful

At home, playing, at

We look ahead: we are t

gsalves,

Ce

ne wrong.

ople's work,

ther people,

1311y,

od deeds = work,

school, on the street,

hrifiy

We krnow the conssguences of whet we do.

ER/1233/78-ER

Lock after the pennies and the pounds will look after themselves,

Weste not, want not.

‘We are thrifty, not mean,



II.
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We respect truth
We admit the truth,
fe are not cfraid to cpesk the Truth.

Wle respect other people's mnogsessione

When we find things we try to turn them to their owners.
We do not take what is not ours,
If socmecne lends us somcthing, we give it back in good conditions,

We are careful of everything around us,

RELATICNSEIPS WilTH OTHERS

Ve show regspect for others

We do not tease,

We are tolerant.

We do not hurt people.

We ere goodemanncrad and straightforwaxd,

We do not waste time,

Animals are our friends; we do not annoy them, we protect them.

Ve do not damage plants; we leokx after them,

We follow the rules of the road

What is invelved here is not so much knowing the traffic signs and rules

of the road themselves as obeying them withou’ having to be told.

Ve benave pronerly in company

By setting up situations in the form of play and drametics of one sort
or another, and alsoc from actual expericnce {(school parties, going in
and out of the classrocms, seoing their frisnds in the playground and

i
80 or\g the children Tearn 1o bshave properly and treet sach other

tda
ot
&}
j&

W urmeuJ. The wain ﬁu&ﬂg here i3 to allow the cindldren to ach

freely and to acquire a cooperative attitude.
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IIT. THE CHILD IN THE COMMUNITY

We love our vparents and our farily

are.

friendly and good-mannersad.

obey when we have to, but not blindly.

offer help where We can,

look after things entrusted to us.

Ty o
Jo apre

courteoug, friendly and cooperative

axre

are

R

able to carry out a given task,

tolerant,

to do eonod

are

charitable.

= share with our friends.

ccmfort people where necessary,

¥1/1238/76-EH



SmCQTD YEAR

s A

I. Tik CHILD®S OWN WORLD

We devalop a gense of gelf=regpect:

Further development of the first year's work.

Cleanliness on the street, in the classroom, in

We are patient,
We are not moody.
We are rot jealous,

We do notv tell lieo,.

He try bard

Further development of the first year's work.
We_are careful

Development of the first year's work.

Practical jokes can be dangercus,

& e careful in the aygroun i t rate hen
We are careful in t layground, by the water, when

lift, with electrical machines, on the road,

We lcclr shead: we are thrifty

3

Development of the first year's work.

He respect fruth
Development of the first year's worke
We respect the rules of games,

We accept decisions teken by the majority.

Ve respect other veorlels posscasions

Development of the first year's work,

Mvrr‘ ,W

g F oy o S0 T
ALl 7 LnB&;(’f [ S 8]

ne school and elsewhore,

K]

("'\?'J.,wh‘ﬂln Ty LIb the
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We respect others

Developuent of the first year's work.

We accept responsibility : practical examples.

We Follow the rules of the road

See remarks under first year.

We behave pronerly

Development of the first yeasris work,
Situations from the childl's dey-~to-day life; in the company of older

)

people and peopls of the same age; at private oxr public gntherings.

TR CHILD IN TEE COMMUNITY

iove our parents and our femily

Development of the first year's work,

We help ons another

Development of the first yezr's work.
Visiting sick people; relatives, friends ...
We are on holiday and write 40 ese

All children are our friends; the life of children in faraway countries.

We try to do sgood

Development of the first year's worke.

Good deedse,
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THIRD AI'D FOURTH YEARS

I« The child's own worid
We develop & sense of self-respect

= We respect and look after our body :
We take part in hoealthy recreation, games and sports,
We pay attentiorn to personal hygiene,
We follow the instructions of doctors and nurses.
We are careful of our posture.

We eat healthy food,

- We lecrn to control ourselves and not to give way to small discomforts,

thirst and so ons
- Wo aceept the consequences of ocur own words and actions,

- Yo try to rooognize our own faults and to fight against them,

SOUE .
- We lock for beauty.

- We look aftur our clothes and work carefully.
- We do our best to learn new skills and to incrsase our kuowledsge,

~ Wo heve confidence in our own abilities,

Development of the first end second years! work.
=~ Cnze we have teken a responsible decision we shall not casily be

dissuaded from it.

1

hounknovn objects we find somewhere,

s 2
et e
= W

- with vnknown aninals, plents, frulits,
- in uvnknown wetor, on building sites, near rachines, etc ...

-

- in sportes =nd ganes,

-~ with machine

‘“’%

es, clectricity, medecircs,

We see cbeorve warning notices and danger signs,.
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Ve are thrifty

Continuation of the. first .and second years' work.

- Jaste not, want not.

We resvect truth

-~ We have the courage to tell the truth even if a good friend or ourself
suffers by it.
~ We have the courage to speak up for our own opinions, but not so as to

hurt anyone or belittle then.

We respect other people's possessions

Continuation of the first and second years! work.

- Problens in connsction with = returning things we find,

dirtying things,

damaging things,

¥

naking good damage we do,

keeping things that do not belong to us,

t

THE I-YOU RELATIONSHIP (others and myself)

We resvpect others, we resvect life

-~ Problems in connection with suspicion or causing it, thoughtless
judgments, slender, lies, bullying, false witness, revenge,
accusetions, punishments, etC eos

- Trust end promises, verbal or written; rules that we have freely
accepted. '

-~ Keeping secrets, confidential information; gossip.

- Aninmal protection; bird protection day,

- FMrst insights into *the mutual dependence of living things; the

usefulness of seemingly dangerous or nasty animals.
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We krow the rules of ths road and follow them

Development of the first and second years' work.
~ Problems showing that traffic signs are necessary to protect us and
cthars,
- Bxamination of dangerous behaviour on the road : nervousness, the
wish to he in time, not to be overtalen, recklessness, etc ... = remedies.
- Ve help others who have difficulty in trafiic {old peoule, handicapved

people, young children).

Vs Lbeheve wraperly

Probvlems from which it will becoms clear that we have to behave according
to a pattern which epplies to everybody, out of respect for others and

for the sake of our ordersd community life :

- Conduct in different situations the child knows; on the street, in the
park, in the pleyground, in the swimning-pool; on public transport; in
a nospital, in & muceum, at an exhibition; in a theatre; at a sports
event, at tram or bus stoys; in queues,

= Conduct of girls and boys towards one another,

« Congratulations, invitations or thenks,

- Conduct at table, at home and elsewhere.

- How to run errends on ouxr own,

ons : wha

164

Comparis
their customs,

Appreciation of other people's custioms.
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III, THE CHILD IN THE CCHITNITY

Love, friendship, mutual cooperation, devotion and tolerance in

a k]

organiged scciety

~ Towards the family, the schocl, meubers of a club we belong to, etc <. @
see first and scccnd years.

- How we can best disciiarge our obligations, carrying out our tasks in
school, at home, in a ¢lub, ...

=~ What we can do to make other people's work easier. How we can save
them troﬁble.

« Qur coantects with people at work, Knowledge of and respect for their
occupztions, ;

- The necessity of work.

~ Cooperation and mutusl dependeiice.

« Fgir-play.

- Cur owvn area; local service; local organization and information

cffices,

The Red Cross and ite youth branch

-~ Origin, work, grouth, organizatlion.

The sxample of zreat proople

- Uaing current events as waterisl.
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FIFTH YEAR

s

I. THE CHILD!'S OV WORLD

Develorment of g sense of sell-respect

- lie do good for its own ss=ke.
- We obey the voice of conscience and avoid (oavesdropping; boasting,
slander, gosgip; excessive modesty, flattery, revenge g..)

- We know our own talernts and make full use of them,

Develorment of sclf=control

- We are careful : the medicine cupboard,
cleaning products,
smoking,
alccholy «ee _
- We are ceautious in our judgments : appearance and re&lity, impartiality,
tolerance, «se | ‘ .
= We look ahead : thrift, avarice, waste, instinctive thrift am&ng animals,
- We have courage : bravery and braveio,
conceit,
real and false her0es; vae
~ We are honest : property, theft, sincerety, straighiforwardness,

fairness, wee

Love of beauty

- We love nature,

= We lonk for beautly,
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Search for krnowledge

~ We seck more knowledge,
"= We rezd books,

-~ Pionecers of science.

THE I-YOU RELATIONSEIP (others and myself)

it

Regvect for cuy fellow-nen

H

Bquality between boys and girls,

Respect for foreigners; racisn,

- Tolerance towards philosophical, religious and political opinions,
-~ Respect for worlk,
~ Respect for the achievements and attitude of our fellcw-man.

Respect for 1ife

-~ Animals and plants (nature reserves, zoos, botanicsl gardens),

- Belance in rvature (ecology).

The riics of the road

Developnment of the work of previous years,
= The main rules of the road.
-~ Courtesy on the road,

~ Children and the elderly in heavy traffic,

Foliteness

Pt e s

- Foras of politences {loeel conventions),

- Greeting‘(here arnd elsewhere)g

s
7

- Rizhts end duties of frisends towards one ancother.
Ry

=~ Partnecrship and team spirlt,
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iI% CHILD IN [HE COMMIMNITY

Lrve of our follow-man, os .oppesed to selfishness,

- Helpfulness and patience towards the handicappaed, the sick, the elderly.

Partnership on s naticnal and 1Auorna*iow1l ~evel

- Our ovm district, our country/province, ouar state; the Huropean

community, the world,

OQur own ccuntry,

- Chznvinisn,

- The Red Zross.

UNE 00, UNICEF®, UN.

H

The influence and example of nationsl and international figurss

1

Helpers of suffering mankind.
- M.zhters for peace,
~ Scientific investigators, inventors, explorers,

Idealists,

Wozk ond use of leisure time

~ The jov of work, creativity.

= Labouxr Day,

~ Free choice of employment.

- Pay, texes, insurance contributions,

- Children and women at workx 3 & Look into the past.
-~ Heolidaye,

-~ Games, hcbbies,
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CONCTLUSIONS
AL AV

In

1,

39

4s

N
*

s i

order to sum up the program, we will highlight the following points :

As far as the choice of topic is concerned the teacher siiall be guided

by the direct situation with which his pupils are confronted,

It follows that he may mention or discuss some problems with a different
year group than the one specified in the program. He may also discuss

other guestions, which may not even be mentioned in the program,

The list of items does not give any hint as to the order in which they

are to be dealt with or as to the limitations to be set for them.

The aim of these lessons is not only to give pupils facts and rules of
conduct, What is important is that the child should leszrn to take up a

standpoint without referring to any denomination whatscever.

The child lives in a pluralistic society. It would be wrong to leave

him in ignorance of the impact of other philosophical conceptions,

Easter, New Year, Christmas may be & good opportunity for explaining

that these festivities have a specific meaning in the various religions,
This helps the child slowly to realize that different culturael backgrounds
and historical factes help to bulld an image of society. However, onc must
be careful not %o impart this information as some kind of concealed
religious instruction. Consequently, examples should be taken fron

different epochs and different countries,

Birth, death, sexuality should be tackled ftoo, The opportunity mey be
provided by the birth of a little sister, the death of a father, a
medical examivration ... Children must realize that they canrot escape

such realities and that they can be explained without reference to
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transcendency, that they bring people closer together.

The teccher will have to acquire the knuck of integrating these
oroblems into tiie program and of inventing situations, in which the
child is confronted with them, in such a way as to stimulate him into
recognizing the moral aspects and finally into searching for his own

solutions,





