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PROVISIONAL PROGRAMVE IN ENGLISH AS 4 FOREIGN LANGUAGE
‘ I T SICONDARY SCHOOL, YEARS 4 -- T

OBJECIIVES TO BE REACHED AT THE END OF THE 7--YEAR COURSE

GEIERAL RIS

1. The Ath and 5th years are = period of meinly linguistic consolidation,
it thic stege the teaching should concentrote on extending language
skills, both in the fields of greommar and vocabulary, resulting in a

greater degree of fluency and accurazcy in both oral and written usage.

2, In the Gth and Tth yveors a stage hns been reached at which it seems advisable
4o concemtrate less on the linguistic aspect of language teaching. The age
of the students mekes it possible to deal with more complicated and abztract

concents, which should he sdually incorporated into the teaching.
& ¥ e ]

3. APter the 5th year, account should be talen of the fact that the students
mey choose English es o first, second or third foreign language.
The difference lies in the eventual level of achievement, which thus

implies different standdrds of valuation.

ACHIEVEITZTE

»

The slzills mestered by the end of the course should include :
as. the nbility to communicate easily within those forms of spoken English
yhich nre generally accepted and on topics which are not too gpecialised

in subject-matter or in language ;

be the obility to resd and understand any text which is not too specialised

.

in subject--metter or loanguage ;

e the cbility to write in present day English on subjects that do not

involve a use of gpecialised languege.
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“APPENDIZ I
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GRAITLATICAT, TOTIONS

It seems netural that, as to grommar by far the greater pert of the 4th,
5th, 6th and Tth years should be devoted to the repetition, elshoration
and extension of the items envrierated for the first 3 years with snecial

attention to the followinz :

VERBS

To be added : Present Perfect Cont1nuou°
Post Perfect Comtinuous
Auxiliaries : gom -- will be cble to -- have been able to , ;
ney -~ will be allowed %o -- have been allowed to
must, -~ will have %o -- had to - have hed to

dare

ARTICLES
Uses and omission of the indefinite srticle : He is 2 captain,
He is captain of the Illustrlous.

He acted as a frlend.

Uses end omission of the definite arbicle : with sbetrect and ma‘terlal nouns 1
' istory is bunk. B

Butter is expensive.

uh names of streetog parks
1nu%1uut10ns H :

e went to hospital,

He lives near Hyde Park,
with parts of the body :

He took him by the ‘hand.,



HOUFS

Pair: plurals : eg trousers, spectacles, scissors, eto.
Post genitive :.a friend of my fatherts ‘ |
‘ ‘ (a friend of mine)
 Genitive with time and dis stance : yesterdoy's peper
: a two hours t ,Vwalk
Partitive preposition : a pound of butter, atbottle of wine
~ Appositional preposition : the county of Kent
Some expressions with geni’cive' s to my hesrt!s content
ot his wit"-f-: end.
for art!s ssl:e, etce

” "'Conversicﬂk : the rich, the blind,

' PRONOUNS

Interrogstive : who - which : ho did thet ? .- Thich of you did that 2.

what - which.

' PJ::LJmV? CLAUSES

-

: Posi"tion of prepoéi‘tion : I somw 'the man who (‘th::.t, zero) ytm were talking a’bou‘b.

; Com&::_mw hlve and res%r:.c%:.ve clc,mses ;
(a) My father, who iz 78, is coming tomorrou.
(b) The man who(m) (thot, zero) you see there is my wncle.

"hich® + "who(m)" not uaed ibter's

~ only, any, 2ll, ncthing, somethmg, everything,
a.nfbhmg, superl.;b ives

""Uh,a'b” = :3.13. ‘Bha‘b
fim*ﬁuch“ rei’errwb %o a whole sentence ¢
I have to go to sthool, vhich is rather unpleasant.




ED{MIPL,JS OI' USES OF VENB T«‘O‘RM“ LMD AUXILIARIES
to be added : further,fdncflqns;of 4o beﬂ +.ing

He is alwav.a grumblings

aw

present perfect con‘hm.ous'

HEe has been waiting all afternoon.

e

past perfect continuous: s

¢ had been plzying the piano for an hour wvhen 1
came ine ,

present perfect passive :
He hos been beaten.

past perfect pessive @

ae

He had been heaten.

future possive :

"

He w:.ll be bhecten.

conditional ps ,sslve :

(13

‘He knew that he would be beeten.

present continuous passive :

g1

My car is being repaired.

past continuocus passive :

we

I could not come becouse my house was being
painted. '

Purther uses of auxiliaries 3

Can : I gon see o dog in this victure. ;
Con vse Moy : e may put out Oh"lI‘m in the gerden, and if so we can have tez "th'e"x‘*ev.f"
If you beheve you may (cen) go o the cinema tonight. e .
st not? ve. *need not/doatt have to" '
Must? vse “have to" A1l people must die.
You must go now

You howve to leave now, if you want -to c..;ﬁch your

ul“’*lﬁw
"Must? ve. ”:3110;;1&”, You must do our homework.
o  Yeu should (01 wght to) do your homeworm ‘
"o be to¥ o T was to meet him at the station, byt he m.,sn*’b :

,!‘

there., |

You are to do your homework now b4



‘ ?f %ﬁall i
- “Hxll“ ,
. f?‘{;fgouldﬂ :

. Emphetic "o do" -

GERWD VS INFINITIVE

PASSIVE VOICL

- Bubject corresponding to
~ direct object :

.~ Subject corresponding to
~ indirect object :

 Subject corresponding to
prepositional object :

 "Have" + object + passive
~ past portlclnle $

v Shall I %e’l ﬁlm .

He”ﬁill sit there for ﬁours;
le used %o sit dowm in thet chmlri and then he

»would sleep for the rest of the day.e
- I.aid tell yvu 1

Do be quit 1}

| I‘liké to go to school.

I 1ike‘going to school.

I beat my brother at temnis /”h brother wag
beaten ot tennls.,

;They'gave hlm;a medal / He was given a medal,

We shall look into the matter / The matter will
be 1ooke% into,

I hedkthe house painted last years

| ‘ Spec1u1 attention suould be: pn*d.to the frequent nﬁpllcutlun of the passive

k" f5raxher tnwr the impersonal construction :

 Passilve gerund

- ot s

“‘Repor%ed speech

‘f,~Indirec% questions i

W “Invers1oﬂ after 1nitla1 , :
~ negative sentence qualifier :

Conditionnl sentence :

s

One whoulu not do that / It is not dowe.
Your hrir needs cutting. '
I4's not yorth repeating.

He goid that he wasmft hungry.
- He ggid thot he hedn't seen it.
P et Aes ) AR 3

He asked us if we had been there.

He wondered who had done that, etc.

Only then dld he belleve mes
Never have I heard anyth1ng S0 rldlculous.

I will tell wou if you tell me.
I woulﬁ tell you if you told me.

I would heve tald,ybu if you had told me.

 ?;N.Ba The exrmples given are not meant to be exhoustive. They only serve to
‘fc remcve any mlsunderst“ndlngs about the termlnology.
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APPEIDIX IT

i

VOCABULADY

The student?s knowledge of vocabulary at the end‘of’%he sé&enuyear course

should enable him to understand to a large eyteﬂi spoken and wrltten English

of 2 non QQGClull“ed nature (but on the level of educated people), when used

in acqepteﬂ grammatical mtructureo. He shoulu also be cble to use the

language actively without seriously offending agoinst wccepted usgge, 80 that he

can make himself understood.

A distinction must be made between active, possive snec1allsed or profe.,ional

and sub-standard vocabulary.

Sub- -stendoard (unconventlcnkl Tnglish, slang) is not taught as part of the official

COUIBC.

Specislised vocabulary (both active and passive) cannot be taught in a secondary

school except to a very limited extent, eg :

some grammaticel terminology (“ eseqﬁ Dauszve voice, Auxiliary, etc)

some school terminology ~  (oral exam, te&t-paper, etc).

It should he borne in mlﬂd that this vocabulury is only used to meke teaching
in Enzlish possible and itssuse should remain functlonnl Under this hemdlng
also comes sone vocabulary in commection with the cultural content of the

course (eg : Specker, Public Dchocl, Life Peer, etc)’and vocabulary in comnection

with the Duropean contert in which the pupils livee.

For both the active and the passive vocabulary-conmtent of the course it should
be borne in mind that for mrny students the Duropean School is an intermediate

step to higher educatlon.



- The possive vocabulary is increased by hearinu «na reaaxnb Engilsh and
although it camnot be taught systemotically it hould be con51dereﬁ ws
an important ,elemézzt of the course.-

o

kIt is ess»ntl 1 that studenﬁr should be enccuraged to llsten to Engllsh an’.

'1I;%read :t ouiglde the clcsoroon. Students who %mhe Engilsh as ihelr first

V;forﬁxb; lbnguage are reQu;reé to submit a 1¢9% of scveral °rtlcies and books

‘ re&d.u

. WAc%mve voctbulary 2 A definlte list o; the VDcubLl,ry the student 15 to ma ter
‘conmot be drawm up, It is sugg gested thot o 1@rge éegree of lwtitude4
should be left to the teacher respons mble. Ls a rough gu;deuline,';

~ however, the following points should be observed :

s Acquxsltlon of wocabulary will progress graduslly from the ceutres '
of ‘nterest (Years 1-3 1nc1us;ve) to more abstract and semanticolly

more oompllc ted GOﬂcepﬁs.

2 ,”he vocubulﬂry t*v@ht uhoula, in p*lﬂﬂlble . be based on freruehnv
of occurrence. Between 2,000 eand. 3,000 semantlc units would cover

the generul needs of an educuted non-n,tlve speﬂker.

Je 1e structural worda (ev pxrtvcleg, con;unctxons, pTGpOSlthH»)
"fshould be kncwn; :

A. Special attention should be given to the so celled “faux amis?®
(eg Fr actuel - I. actual) in order to reduce misunderstanding
and inﬁerfe;ence by the learner's %ﬁer lanwutges to a minimum.

5. The vocabulary tuugat ﬁﬂould 1ncIULe ihe most frequent phrwsel verbs
(eg : to look at, %o lodk for, to look imto, eto) and idioms (eg :

I'm fed vp, on the face of it, etc).

6. Differences between British and, in particular, American HHglish
(spelling, usage, meaning) should be pointed out when they occurs
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The level required of the students who talke English as their first foreizn
longurge is higher then for those vho take English as their second foreign

langueges .

! ¥

*
e
%
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SOCTAL, cuwumL D Lm‘?:.:z‘: A ‘P?ZCTS Qﬂ TIE COUR 51:

P

E‘OCI L GSD CULTUEAL

A worlding knowledge of the more important. uuper% of the social and cultural
life of the English specliing world comtributes 10 o greater insight into

nmodern life in general and into that of the Inglish spealking world in particular.
TFurthermore it provides the foreign learner uith necessary background informetion far 1

the snoken &nd written lanpuage,
- L L)

It shovld bhe borne in mind, however, that a lmowledge of the various political,
religious, legel and educational institutions is to be given as an 2id to
better understending and not as an end in itself, so that detailed information
on such motters must be comny sidered as being outzicde the scope of the Engl oh

courses ot the Buropean Sclhiocols.

LITERATURD

»

ture iz an essentizl noit of Western civiliszation and uses languege

.
i
o+
o
o]
S

28 its medium of expression. It must, therefore, form part of the course for
more =advenced students, Lo it uses language with aesthetic considerations

and is not exclusively concerned with communication in its nerrower sense

(the erchange of information) students should be given at least some insight
into the literatures of the English spezking world. Studying literature in
English i 11, moreover, enable students to become acquainted with literary
values and literary conventions outside the limits of their own literatare.

A kmovledge of literatures other than onefs own contributes to a bhetter
wnderstanding of "la condition humnine™, It ig obviously impossible to

treat the whole of literature in the limited time available, whereas detsiled
literary anclvsis of even o limited muber of worls requires a specislised and
difficult vocabulary and o profound familisrity with the langunge that camnot
be expected from the foreigm language learner hefore or even at the level of the
final exemination. Therefore, the student should in practice be made familior
with at least some works of literary merit,; especially of the twentieth‘cenﬁury;
without being required to have o detailed knovledge of their posgible ixtan

interpretotions and haclerount.
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‘Ehen clder works of lmterarv value are dlscussed in class, care should be
taken with the greatly 3ncremaed 11nﬂuzstlc di ”ﬁculty of most of them.

bome comprehension of the importance of Shakespeare for the,Ehglish sgeakiﬂg
world and for literature in general must be considered as essential for
a course that intends to give its students “access to a great heritage of

Aiteraturey.
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APPENDIZ IV

g

NOTZ OIF THE FREQUENCY LISTS

Most course books available or suitable for secondary schools are based on

the frequency counte for their vocabulary and structures,

The stendard lists are

llichael Vest : "Ggperal Service list® (Longmens) - about 2,000 word meanings
glven.,

Thorndike-Lorge : “"Teacher's Word Book of 30,000 words® (Columbia
University) -- meenings not supplied.
(The AL 2md A words in this list comprise the first
2,000 words. Words merled 49-40 extend this to about
3,000)

Irik Weis : "Grund- - vnd Aufhrw- Wortschatst (Klett Verlag) — with German
translations

Vein/de Groot : “Bngdlse Woordschat® (olters-Hoordhoff) - with Dutch
trenslations

Althouzh these ligts are useful it sheuld be kent in mind thet :
1e they are sometimes based on adult usage (especially Thorndike) ;

2, some were drown up some time ago so that certein now more frequent
vords were less current then (eg pollution, atomic, nuclear) ;

3¢ that certzin words with a low frequency (eg. "oral® in Throndike
between 8,000--10,000) are relatively frequent in the school context ;

A+ not all lists distinguish the mesnings which are most frequent ;
5« words may gein more frequent currency owing to poXitical, economic

or technological developments, etc (space, devolution, inflation).

This is clecrly not an exhoaustive list.

St
x
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